Plumbland C of E School
Geography policy
Aims and objectives

 A high quality geography education should inspire in pupils a curiosity and fascination about the world and its people that will remain with them for the rest of their lives. Teaching should equip pupils with knowledge about diverse places, people, resources and natural and human environments, together with a deep understanding of the Earth’s key physical and human processes. Geographical knowledge, understanding and skills provide the frameworks and approaches that explain how the Earth’s features at different scales are shaped, interconnected and change over time.
The aims of geography are to ensure all pupils:

· Develop contextual knowledge of the location of globally significant places including their defining physical and human characteristics.
· Understand the processes that give rise to key physical and human geographical features of the world.
· Are competent in the geographical skills needed to:
· Collect, analyse and communicate with a range of data gathered through experiences of fieldwork that deepen their understanding of geographical processes.
· Interpret a range of sources of geographical information, including maps, diagrams, globes, aerial photographs and Geographical Information Systems (GIS).

· Communicate geographical information in a variety of ways, including through maps and writing at length.

Teaching and Learning Styles
We use a variety of teaching and learning styles in our geography lessons. We believe in whole class teaching methods, group, paired and individual work as appropriate. Often these activities are in the form of enquiry based research. The development of skills is a key aspect of our approach. We encourage children to ask as well as answer geographical questions. We offer them the opportunity to use a variety of data, such as maps, statistics, graphs, pictures and aerial photographs, and we enable them to use ICT in Geography lessons where this serves to enhance the learning. Children take part in role play and discussions, and they present reports to the rest of the class. We engage in a wide variety of problem solving activities. Wherever possible, we involve the children in ‘real’ geographical activities eg. research of a local environmental problem or use of the Internet to investigate a current issue; school visits; walks around the local area.

We recognise the fact that there are children of widely different geographical abilities in all classes and we provide suitable learning opportunities for all children by matching the challenge of the task to the ability of the child. We achieve this by:

· Setting common tasks which are open ended and can have a variety of responses

· Setting tasks of increasing difficulty, some children not completing all tasks

· Sometimes grouping children by ability in the room and setting different tasks to each ability group

· Providing resources of different complexity according to the ability of the child

· Using classroom assistants to support the work of individual children or groups of children

· Using mixed ability groups to scaffold learning

When progress falls significantly outside the expected range, the child may have special educational needs. Our assessment process looks at a range of factors- classroom organisation, teaching materials, teaching style, differentiation- so we can take action to enable the child to learn more effectively. This ensures that our teaching is matched to the child’s needs. 
Geography Curriculum Planning
We use a cross curricular two year topic cycle, which ensures full coverage of the National Curriculum.
Our curriculum planning is in three phases (long term, medium term and short term)

A clear learning outcome is in place for each lesson. 

Planning in geography builds upon prior learning. Children of all abilities have the opportunity to develop their skills and knowledge in each unit, and through planned progression, we offer them an increasing challenge as they move up the school. 

Assessment
We assess the children’s work in geography  by making informal judgements as we observe the children during lessons. Once the children complete a piece of work, we mark and comment as necessary.  
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