Plumbland C of E School
Religious Education Policy
Aims and objectives

The study of R.E. should:

· Provoke challenging questions about the ultimate meaning and purpose of life.
· Consider issues of right and wrong.
· Discuss what it means to be human.
· Make a central contribution to the spiritual, moral, social and cultural development of children.
· Develop awareness of a consideration of the person as an individual and also a member of communities.
· Promote the values of truth, justice, respect for all people and care of the environment.
· Place specific emphasis on pupils valuing others and themselves, within  families, community groups of faith and activity, both in similarities and differences of expression.
· Enable pupils to examine and question values and beliefs, reflecting on their own uniqueness, and sharing feelings and emotions through forming and maintaining positive relationships.

· Explore the significance of humanity in relation to the whole environment, and our responsibility towards it.

· Provide a foundation for exploring the ‘difficult questions’ about life, and what an individual responsibility means.

The aims of R.E. are:

· To develop pupils’ knowledge and understanding of Christianity, principally, and other world religions, which offer answers to the challenging questions.

· To develop pupil’s awareness and understanding of religious beliefs, teachings, practice and expression and the influence of religion on individuals, communities and cultures.

· To encourage pupils to learn from the diversity of religions, beliefs, values and traditions whilst affirming their own faith or search for meaning.

· To challenge pupils to reflect on, consider, interpret and discuss beliefs and faith and to communicate their response.

· To encourage pupils to develop their sense of identity and belonging and enable them to flourish individually within the school and local community, and ultimately as citizens in a pluralistic society.

· To prepare pupils to respect and show sensitivity to others, in particular those with different faith and belief, or none.  

Teaching and Learning Style
A variety of teaching approaches is used in R.E. lessons. The learning themes may be taught separately, in combination, or within study of a particular religion.
The subject is approached using two key aims:

Learning about Religion which includes enquiry, investigation, identifying and interpreting features and aspects of religion. It covers knowledge and understanding of individual religions and how they relate to each other, as well as the characteristics of religion. Pupils learn to communicate their knowledge and understanding using specialist vocabulary.
Learning from Religion which aims to develop pupils’ ability to reflect on, and respond to, their own and other’s experiences in the light of their learning about religion. Pupils should learn to develop and communicate their own ideas in relation to questions of identity and belonging, meaning, purpose and values.
Statutory requirements for the teaching of R.E. in English schools are:

· R.E. must be provided for all registered pupils except those withdrawn at their parents request.
· Christianity is studied in depth at each key stage to ‘reflect the fact that the religious traditions of Great Britain are in the main Christian’ (Education Act 1988)
· As a Church of England Voluntary Controlled School, Plumbland CE School will use Plumbland Church in the village for celebrations as well as R.E. learning. Teaching about Christianity will be non-denominational in general, and children will learn about denominational differences through expression and practice in Christianity.
· R.E. in Plumbland CE School meets the legal requirements through the implementation of the Cumbria agreed syllabus.
The planning of R.E. generally allows for important events in each of the religions to be taught at the appropriate time of the year. Assembly music is planned to celebrate multicultural events through commemorating special times such as Chinese New Year and May Day which may not be part of discrete R.E. teaching, but promote the R.E. aims implicitly. Singing in assembly will be Christian in character reflecting our collective worship as A Voluntary Controlled School, although the topic for assemblies may be drawn from other religions, or none.
In R.E. lessons teachers aim to stimulate interest and enjoyment in learning, and especially to provide opportunities for all pupils to learn and to achieve. Lessons are planned to take account of different learning styles, and to provide a variety of activities to promote learning. Lessons will be whole class based and thus mixed ability, but children may be grouped for discussion or activities where smaller numbers are appropriate.

A wide range of activities is offered using eg. artefacts, pictures, discussion or texts as starting points. Children are introduced to the texts of religions, and taught how these are used by each. Practical activities such as cooking, model making, role play and simulation are included where appropriate. Wherever possible visitors are encouraged to come into school. 

R.E. curriculum planning

R.E. is a statutory subject under the Education Act. As a school we have developed our own three yearly R.E. curriculum. This plan is based on covering agreed religions using a set of concepts for each key stage. We use this scheme in Key Stage 1 and 2. 
Specific learning objectives are taken from our curriculum to form the lesson focus and children are encouraged to reflect on their learning by reviewing these at the end of a lesson, and at the end of a unit topic.

The Early Years Foundation Stage
The Foundation Stage is provided for within our curriculum, and the programme of study for Early Years children is set out in line with the Early Learning Goals, and is consistent with the Key Stage 1 R.E. curriculum. The curriculum is based on material which most children encounter and the experiences they have as they begin school. Knowledge of religions, beliefs and cultures is essential to achieve some of the early learning goals and thus R.E. forms a valuable part of the EYFS.
Lessons are aimed at being practical, lively and fun, with artefacts, imaginative play and simple simulation to support learning.

Supporting children with SEN 

Lessons are accessible to all abilities, through offering a range of teaching styles, and should be adapted for access or more challenging as appropriate.

Teaching assistants can offer extra support to extend or develop knowledge.

A range of questions and opportunities for discussion will help children.

Assessment
Teachers assess children’s understanding and knowledge based on lesson learning objectives set. These assessments are usually formative and used to plan the next steps in learning for individuals, groups or the whole class. Teachers are also using a skills analysis assessment in relation to our new R.E. scheme.
Monitoring and review
The R.E. curriculum will be regularly reviewed and this will be in the form of professional discussion amongst the staff, within a staff meeting. Samples of children’s work and teacher’s plans will also be reviewed under a criterion scale. The teaching of R.E. will be monitored in line with the school’s annual ‘monitoring cycle’.

Our Governor for R.E. will be regularly consulted on our curriculum and will be invited to attend R.E. theme days and events linked to our curriculum.
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