Plumbland C of E School
Design and Technology Policy
Introduction
At Plumbland C of E School we believe every child within our school should have full access to Design and Technology as laid down in the National Curriculum regardless of age, gender or ability.

We seek to ensure that our teaching reflects the current guidance to schools which emphasises the particular importance of designing and making. 
Our aims for Design and Technology are:
· To develop our pupils’ practical and thinking skills, enabling them to offer possible solutions to practical problems.
· To develop pupils’ abilities to engage with and critically appreciate a range of designed outcomes made by themselves, their peers and adult designers.
· To develop pupils’ understanding of the role of technology in creating the world in which we live and the need to control technological development by making value judgements about it’s impact on people and the world.
· To develop pupils’ ability to select appropriate materials, tools, components and use these with due regard to safety.
· To understand and apply the principles of nutrition and learn how to cook.
· To enable pupils to apply skills, knowledge and understanding from the programmes of study of other subjects, where appropriate.

Objectives

Our objectives in teaching Design and Technology are that all children should be able to:

· Show interest and motivation in designing and making.

· Show knowledge of a variety of materials, tools and components.

· Show an awareness of the need to exercise safe and hygienic practices and to employ these whilst working.

· Creatively apply their knowledge and skills when designing and making.

· Communicate their ideas orally, in writing, drawing and in 3D models.

· Plan work individually and as a member of a team.

· Evaluate and make appropriate modifications within their designing and making eg. making structures stronger and stiffer.
· Investigate the work of designers through first hand experiences.
· Use the basic principles of a healthy and varied diet to prepare dishes and understand where food comes from. 

Organisation and planning
We follow our long term topic plan for Key Stage 1 and 2 linking wherever possible to other subjects.
All pupils take part in a series of design and make projects. Specific skills are taught within these projects through structured teaching and through the application of those skills in more open ended projects.
Children also carry out design and make projects in the woods creating woodcrafts. They are taught the skills needed to use saws, and mallets.
Health and Safety

An important aspect of Design and Technology is the need to develop the children’s awareness of the need to work safely and with due regard to the health and safety of themselves and others. Children will be shown how to use equipment correctly and will be given the opportunity to practice skills and techniques under supervision. Annual Health and Safety checks are carried out to ensure that staff continue to be aware of the need for vigilance in this area.
Equal opportunities
All children at Plumbland CE school have complete access to Design and Technology regardless of age, gender or ability. Individual tasks should be structured so that all pupils can achieve success whatever their level of ability.

Training
Training is available through Cumbria LA courses, which are run at regular intervals throughout the year. It is the responsibility of each teacher to take up the training opportunities available to them.
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