Plumbland CE School
English Policy
Introduction
This policy outlines our aims for the teaching and learning of English at Plumbland CE School. The school’s policy for English is intended to be used in conjunction with the Early Years  Foundation Stage requirements, which  are set out in the Early Learning Goals.

Aims and Objectives
Through the teaching of  English the school aims to ensure that all pupils:

· Read easily, fluently and with good understanding
· Develop the habit of reading widely and often, for both pleasure and information
· Acquire a wide vocabulary, an understanding of grammar and knowledge of linguistic conventions for reading, writing and spoken language
· Appreciate our rich and varied literacy heritage
· Write clearly, accurately and coherently adapting their language and style in and for a range of contexts, purposes and audiences 
· Use discussion in order to learn; they should be able to elaborate and explain clearly their understanding and ideas
· Are competent in the arts of speaking and listening, making formal presentations, demonstrating to others and participating in debate.
The policy for English is also separated into policies for:

Spoken language
Reading

Writing

Handwriting

Spelling, vocabulary, grammar and punctuation
Spoken language
Introduction
The ability to speak and listen is fundamental to pupil’s language and social development. It is an essential tool for all areas of the curriculum, as talk underpins learning and thinking. It is vital that its significance is recognised by pupils, parents and teachers.  Pupils need to be provided with many and varied contexts for talk, but they also need direct teaching in the skills of speaking and listening.

Aims and Objectives
In order to promote high quality speaking and listening, teachers adopt a variety of roles. These roles involve:

· Modeling dialogue eg. turn taking, offering opinions and inviting response

· Modelling listening eg. the use of non-verbal communication, respecting, even if disagreeing with, the views of others
· Modelling values eg. encouraging the participation of shy or reticent pupils

· Modelling participation eg. recognising the value of being seen as a learner alongside the pupils

· Providing a wide range of contexts for speaking and listening

· Supporting the pupils by providing clear structures for tasks which require the pupils to learn through talk

· Sharing roles with the pupils eg. as questioner, the ‘expert’ on a particular topic

Pupils have a variety of opportunities to use talk for learning.
These are:

· Playing an active role in directing their own learning eg. marking and sharing decisions about how to approach a task, selecting appropriate resources
· Engaging in speaking and listening in a variety of groupings and settings eg. reading out loud as an individual and a larger group during shared reading, working collaboratively on an investigation during group work, reporting findings as a newscaster during a plenary session, interviewing people as part of a research project, acting as a guide for a visitor to the school

· Use language creatively and imaginatively eg. through roleplay, hotseating, story telling

· Demonstrating what they know and evaluating their understanding eg involvement in plenary sessions, use of response partners.

The learning environment is organised to facilitate talk by:

· Using space effectively eg in The Early Years Foundation Stage and at Key Stage 1 by providing listening, role play and activity areas. At all key stages tables are arranged appropriately 

· Creating displays which are stimulating and interactive

· Providing resources to support speaking and listening eg puppets, tape recorders, headphones/headsets.

Reading Policy
Introduction
The ability to read is fundamental to pupil’s development as independent learners in all areas of the curriculum. In order to read with fluency, accuracy, understanding and enjoyment pupils need to use a range of strategies: drawing on knowledge of context, grammar and phonics. It is essential that teaching focuses on developing pupil’s competence in word reading and comprehension.
Reading development is closely related to that of writing, for it is by reflecting upon and talking about the texts they encounter that pupils come to understand how writers write and the special relationship which exists between author and reader. It is through their critical and imaginative engagement with texts that pupils’ reading of fiction, poetry and non fiction texts enables them to make sense of the world and their place in it.
Aims and Objectives
The role of the teacher is:

· To model the act of reading through shared reading and to provide focused support through guided reading

· To assess the pupil’s progress as a reader and provide explicit guidance for their development

· To use reading as a means of locating information

· To foster a love of reading as an enjoyable, stimulating and worthwhile activity
· To create a supportive environment for reading

Writing Policy
Introduction
Writing is a primary means of communication. Pupils need to learn how to write with confidence, fluency, imagination and accuracy using a range of skills. It is essential that teaching develops pupil’s competence in transcription (spelling and handwriting) and composition (articulating ideas and structuring them in speech and writing). Pupils should also be taught how to plan, revise and evaluate their writing.
Aims and objectives
Through the teaching of writing the school aims to:

· Provide modelling through shared writing and focused support through guided writing

· Provide a real context for writing through cross-curricular planning or writing with a true purpose for the child

· Value each stage of the writing process through planning, drafting, editing and presenting

Handwriting Policy
Pupils should revise and practice correct letter formation frequently. They should be taught to write with a joined style as soon as they can form letters securely with the correct orientation. In Years 3 and 4 children should be using joined handwriting throughout their independent writing. In Years 5 and 6 pupils should continue to practice handwriting and be encouraged to increase the speed of it.
Spelling, vocabulary, grammar and punctuation policy
Opportunities for teachers to enhance pupil’s vocabulary arise naturally from their reading and writing. As vocabulary increases teachers should show pupils how to understand the relationships between words, how to understand nuances in meaning, and how to develop their understanding of, and ability to use figurative language. Children should also be taught how to work out and clarify the meanings of unknown words and words with one meaning. Pupils should be taught to use the elements of spelling, grammar and punctuation and ‘language about language’ listed in the National Curriculum. It is not intended to constrain or restrict teacher’s creativity, but provide the structure on which they can construct exciting lessons. It is important children learn the correct grammatical terms in English and these terms are integrated within teaching. Non statutory guidance is provided in the appendices of the National Curriculum and we will use this at Plumbland CE School within our teaching of English.
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