Plumbland C of E School
Art and Design Policy
Aims
Our aim in teaching art at Plumbland CE School is to stimulate children’s creativity and imagination through visual, tactile and sensory experiences. Pupils use colour, pattern, form and texture to communicate what they see, feel and think. They explore different artists and learn about the diverse roles and functions of art indifferent times.

We aim to teach the children to:

· Produce creative work exploring their ideas and recording their experiences.
· Become proficient in drawing, painting, sculpture and other art, craft and design techniques.

· Evaluate and analyse creative works using the language of Art, Craft and Design.

· Know about great artists, craft makers and designers, and understand the historical and cultural development of their art forms. 
Objectives

All children have the right to develop artistic capability and should be taught at an appropriate level to:

· Develop, support and value the child’s self image as an artist and designer

· To develop self discipline, problem solving and decision making skills

· To develop powers of observation both visual and tactile

· To gain insight into the work of artists, craft workers and designers past and present

· To develop aesthetic awareness: sensitivity to seeing and touching, exploring feelings and judging critically

Planning

There will be a whole school approach to Art and Design based on the National Curriculum Programmes of Study.

Medium and short term plans will be produced around the central topic being studied. On average approximately one hour per week is allocated to Art in Key Stage 1 and 1 ¼ hours per week for Key Stage 2. Within this it is expected that all relevant attainment targets and Programmes of Study are covered at the end of each Key Stage.
Teaching approaches and methods

Class teachers are responsible for their own class organisation and teaching style in relation to Art, while at the same time ensuring these complement and reflect the overall aims and philosophy of the school. 

A range of teaching styles are necessary for the teaching of Art. Approaches need to be related to the topic itself and to the abilities and experiences of both teacher and pupil.
Our teaching at all levels should include opportunities for:

· Teacher exposition

· Discussion techniques (pupil/pupil and teacher/pupil) appropriate practical work

· Use of ICT, museum resources and outside visits

· First hand experience

· Investigation work

· Recording and observation through sketching, painting, printing, collage, textiles and three dimensional work

· Provision of different media sketchbooks

In classes children are taught in a variety of ways:

· Individually

· In groups- groups may be organised by ability. age or friendship. Group work is organised so as to provide co-operation and effective learning and understanding.

· As a whole class group where introductions and discussions are appropriate.

Children are given the opportunity to look closely at artefacts and objects and talk about it with others. They will look closely at the natural and man made world and record what they see. In addition to looking at the natural world, children will have the opportunity to study the works of established artists and to discuss the techniques, skills and meanings represented in that work. The class teacher is also responsible for teaching children how to use tools safely and to organise and care for materials and equipment.
Cross curricular themes

The teaching of Art reinforces and enhances the knowledge required in other curriculum areas. There will be occasions when it is possible to relate Art to other areas of the National Curriculum. It will be the teacher’s responsibility to bridge other areas of the curriculum to Art.

ICT

Computers are available within the school, which have appropriate software to support the teaching of Art. Computers also have access to the Internet to give further support.

Differentiation
The programmes of study for each Key Stage should be taught to pupils in ways appropriate to their abilities. Artistic activities have the advantage that it is relatively easy to limit or extend the difficulty of the task whilst maintaining a coherent whole. Every child should have the opportunity to experiment with artistic skills, materials and tools.

EYFS
Art plays an important part in a child’s early development. The EYFS curriculum encompasses all areas of creative development. 

Special Educational Needs

All pupils have equal access to the National Curriculum. The needs of children with Special Educational Needs, and those with a greater need for development of fine motor skills, will be met within the Art curriculum. Activities undertaken are matched to each individuals need.
Equal opportunities
Through the medium of Art children can develop non-discriminatory attitudes and expectation of their efforts plus the appreciation of the work of others. All children regardless of race, gender or ability will have equal opportunity to develop their artistic ability. We aim to provide equal access to Art for those children with Special Education Needs and those pupils who are very able and require extension activities, through small group work.   

Assessment

Teachers will report annually to parents on the progress of their children in Art. Assessments of children in Art are informal and ongoing by the class teacher. They have the responsibility to report about the progress of children to the next class teacher, at the end of  the academic year.

Health and safety

Art contributes to Health and Safety education by enabling pupils to become aware of potential hazards. Pupils are taught to work in an appropriately disciplined manner and must be encouraged to develop an awareness of safety towards themselves and others. 
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